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2 Generations of lwate

Nathaniel Adjadeh (Ghana)

Iwate Prefectural University, Software and Information Science, Research Student

My name is Nathaniel Kofi Adjadeh, I am Ghanaian and currently
a research student at the Iwate Prefectural University, Department
of Software and Information Science specializing in Information
Security.

I am a second generation Adjadeh to attend a university in Iwate
Prefecture after my father who had been a student in Iwate
University from 1993 to 1999. My father used to tell me that “I was
made in Japan and assembled in Ghana”. I would say that I was
raised with the good values and the stories my parents narrated
about Japan and Iwate. My childhood was filled with stories about
Iwate, about the people my parents met, about the differences and
similarities between Japanese and Ghanaian cultures, the food and
the beautiful landscape. My father told me about his experiences

! S : as a young man from Ghana, a country with average temperature
of about 300 C coming to Iwate in January where the temperature

could be lower than -100 C. He told me about Sawauchi village in Iwate, where one could find piles of snow even
in June. A young man with no travel experience, no knowledge of the Japanese language and culture in a time
of no internet might indeed have been an ordeal for him. He has been very thankful to the people who helped
him to settle down in Morioka, a place he came to call a home away from home. My mother also narrated her
experience being one of the first black women to live in Iwate, how the people were nice to her and always
complimented her beauty.
From the stories my parents told me, I have always loved Iwate. From the narrations, Iwate appeared to me
as a very peaceful place with immeasurable possibilities, a place where dreams come true. My parents have
always spoken fondly about the good friends they made in the 90s while they were here, and whom they have
kept in touch with to date. I have been here in Takizawa for about 5 months, and I already feel at home. From
an early age, I have always yearned to visit the wonderful places my parents spoke so fondly about such as the
Takamatsu Pond and the Koiwai farms. I am currently studying information and cybersecurity at the Iwate
Prefectural University. Incidentally, my parents were in Iwate when IPU was founded, and they had visited
the campus with my older brother who was born in Morioka. In my family, as long as I can remember, I have
always been the technology consultant. I have always loved technology. To me, Japan is a technological haven,
a place to experience peak technological advancements. So, I knew that this was the place I wanted to be. I
decided to specialize in security because I have noticed that every day, as technology becomes more a part of
our daily lives, more of our information is accessible through the internet, making us vulnerable to bad actors
who would want to take advantage of us.
Since coming to Japan, I have met many amazing people. Many people without whose help I would have
found life extremely difficult settling down. From the old friends of my parents, friends I have made myself, to
other people who are ever willing to help me, I am very grateful. Everyone offers a helping hand and shows
kindness to me. I think I am a shy and reserved person; I mostly would want to do things on my own. But
here in Takizawa where I am unable to speak, read or write the Japanese yet, keeping to myself would been
very challenging without support from the people around. I have sometimes felt I was unnecessarily bothering
people by always asking for help. Surprisingly, the people who assist me do so warmly. I am very grateful to
my academic advisor, Prof. Narita, my laboratory mates and university staff for their warmth and kindness.
Being kind and warm to foreigners must be an embodiment of the spirit of the people of Iwate. It is very true
what my parents say about Iwate, it is indeed a home away from home.
I look forward to many years of memorable experiences that I will also tell my children one day about Iwate.



Exploring Iwate: My Journey at lwate University

Pamoda Wijesinghe (Sri Lanka)
Faculty of Agriculture, Department of Plant Biosciences

My journey at Iwate University began as a research
student, where I had the opportunity to delve into
various academic pursuits and expand my knowledge
in my chosen field.

During my time at Iwate University, I experienced
the delightful winter weather, which left a lasting
impression on me. The region’s winter season is
characterized by serene snowscapes and tranquil

landscapes, creating a truly magical atmosphere.

Beyond academia, I had the opportunity to immerse
myself in the rich culinary culture of the Iwate area,
indulging in a variety of local delicacies that delighted my taste buds. Additionally, I
explored numerous scenic spots and cultural landmarks, each offering a unique glimpse
into the region’s rich heritage.

Participating in events organized by AIINA and the global village of Iwate University
further enriched my university experience, fostering cultural exchange and meaningful
connections with fellow students.

In essence, my time at Iwate University, though limited to the winter season, has been
marked by academic growth, cultural exploration, and memorable experiences that have

enriched both my personal and academic journey.
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