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We are now a second generation family who have attended
the Morioka University as International exchange students from
Victoria’s Camosun College. My son Issac’s experience at Moridai
in 2019/20 has been just as educating as mine was back in 1989.
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I took part in Earlham College’s Studies in Cross Cultural
Education (SICE) Program in the fall of my junior year. I was
nervous to travel abroad for the first time, but was also excited
to finally go to Japan and experience what I had only been able
to see from pictures. SICE gave me the opportunity to experience
life as both a college student and ALT. During the week I took
courses at Iwate University and taught English to junior high
school students. The weekends were filled with various activities
and trips. Looking back, it's no wonder that I returned to Morioka
again after graduation. I truly think the time spent during SICE
will stay with me forever. (Abigail Crabtree; SICE2016)

~ ——— I had many great experiences during my time at SICE. Along with a group
of friends from Earlham, I was able to enjoy many different places in Iwate,
and many Morioka events. I was able to carry the Mikoshi (though my

shoulder was sore the next day), I could go to my first Onsen, and I could
wear traditional clothing in Hiraizumi, along with Kimonos and Katanas at
a local kimono rental place. I also was able to travel all over Japan, from
Tokyo, to Okinawa, to Hokkaido, to Mt. Fuji. Through all of this I was
able to also learn about life in Japan by teaching local students at Senboku
. Middle School, and became friends with students at Gandai. I think SICE
_==8T  was one of the best experiences of my college life. (Elijah Owens; SICE2017)

In the Fall of 2018, I visited Morioka to study education, language, and culture through Earlham College’s
SICE program. I stayed with a host family, studied at Iwate University, and student taught at a local junior
high school. Although it was only for three months, I was able to make lasting and meaningful connections.
I was privileged enough to come back as an ALT in 2020. I now spend weekends volunteering at Iwate
University, and playing with my host family’s one-year-old. I'm moved by the warmth that this community
has, and want to do everything I can to give back. (Katherine Bangley; SICE2018)

The SICE program is a great combination of studying abroad M
and the experience of working in Japan. We engaged in many
different cultural festivals and practices of Japan and Morioka
specifically. This includes local parades, formal meetings, school

cultural festivals, and the everyday workplace. We also traveled to
very interesting places in Iwate as well as Japan as a whole. Some
places we went to include Hiraizumi, Taro, Kyoto, and a time for
independent travel. It's an experience that definitely changes lives
and opens new doors because I know it did for me. (Riley Vale;
SICE2019)
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lwate : a Place of Serenity

Ashis Kumar Mandal (Bangladesh)
Iwate Prefectural University, Graduate School of Software and Information Science

About three and a half years ago, I came to Iwate
Prefectural University as a MEXT Researcher and
then was admitted as a PhD student. While in Iwate,
I have the opportunity to observe the stunning
beauty of Iwate, meet some wonderful people and
get acquainted with the rich culture of Japan, all of
which will remain in my memory forever.

The natural beauty of Iwate is truly stunning. It is
probably one of the best places to observe the four

seasons of Japan. Whenever it is cherry blossoms in

spring, the deep green in summer, colourful leaves
in autumn, or snow in winter, nature decorates
this place so beautifully that everything have attracted me very much. I have visited
Jodogahama Beach, Hiraizumi, Hanmaki, Hachimantai, Miyako, Ninohe/Ichinohe and a
few more places in Iwate where I observed the breathtaking natural beauty.

If one is looking for peace and tranquillity in life, Iwate must be a suitable place to live.
Although there is not much hustle and bustle in this area, I enjoy living here where I
have gotten almost all the amenities of life. Everyone here is polite and helpful. Whenever
I have faced any problem, I have obtained a lot of support. I am especially indebted to
my academic advisor, my lab members, other selfless people in the prefecture. Without
their invaluable support, it would be difficult for me to continue studying without stress.
What really fascinates me here is the punctuality of the people, the cleanliness of the
surroundings and the security of life.

In addition to studying, I have become acquainted with the local culture and festivals,
which has been a unique experience for me. I enjoyed learning Japanese, and I am glad
that now I can continue the basic conversation in that language. Regarding local foods,
I like reimen, sushi, and especially obento because they are tasty and fresh. The festival
here is always lively and enjoyable. My two most memorable festivals in Iwate are
Hanamaki Festival and Sansa Odori.

How fast time passes! It seems like only yesterday I arrived. I may return to my home
country after finishing my study, but the wonderful experience and knowledge I have

gained while in Iwate will be a truly invaluable asset for the rest of my life.



Find your Gems in Iwate

Ladloy Vithawat (7 v Fa—A w4 v¥% 7y - % 1)
Iwate University, Graduate School of Science and Engineering

If people talk about Japan, they might be thinking
about Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, or Hokkaido. But they
do not know that Iwate is one of the Undiscovered
Gems of Japan. As the 2nd largest prefecture of the
country, there is a lot of things to explore inside and
outside Iwate University.

I have been living in Morioka (as a student) for
1 year which is surrounded by beautiful natural
landscape. I would like to divide into 2 parts,

one part Education and the other part of Life

Experience.

Iwate University gives me a lot of chances to
participate in several academic activities, not just taking classes in the school but having
workshops to cooperate with other people and learn each other.

In the part of Life Experience, I met some awesome people while here, both students
and teachers, who have taught me many new things. I met my new friends in both face-
to-face classes and online in school club. I personally like to meet new people because of
various reasons, but I can prove that the Coronavirus is not an obstacle to make friends,
this made me think that the diversity of life is so attractive and beautiful.

In Morioka, we can build relationships with people from different cultures more easily
because this is a small town which is not focused on materialism like a big city. In Iwate,
if you like the mountains, there is a lot of mountains to climb. If you like the beach,
there are a lot of beaches to swim on the pacific ocean side. After school, you can find
the balance of your life anywhere you want, just take a deep breath and enjoy the
atmosphere.

I cannot explain every single memorable moment I have right now in one page, but I
would like to ask you to come here and look around, keep trying, be hospitable and Iwate
will embrace you softly. By doing so there will be some gems that you discover on your

own.
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