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lwate, Always in Bloom

Togtokhtur Batbold (N2~ 7 MV - E¥ T))
Iwate University, Graduate School of Engineering, Master’s student

Since coming to Japan a little over a year ago, I have
been studying at Iwate University which has given me
the opportunity to not just study at a great place, but also
to experience all the cultural and social aspects that Iwate
and Japan has to offer. With exquisite natural scenery,
friendly and welcoming people, dazzling festivals and
events, and a calm sense of security - all these things and
more can be found here.

Studying here has offered many opportunities. I am of
course indebted to all the people at Iwate University,
especially the professors and teachers whose invaluable
advice and direction have been extremely helpful for my
studies. Aside from studies, extra-curricular activities are
also plentiful and often encouraged here, such as joining
a club or ‘circle’, and participating in school guided and
recommended events. If one wishes for self-improvement,

this is the perfect place to pursue your interests.
Additionally, the school gives students numerous opportunities to travel and see Japanese culture
and life. I myself have taken part in a few of these tours, such as tours to Jodogahama, Shizukuishi
etc. Finding friends and hanging out is also very convenient as Japanese students as well as
international students can mingle at many social gatherings and events. A plethora of international
exchange and fulltime students reside here, so the opportunities to talk and make friends are
aplenty.
Personally, some of the aspects I myself have enjoyed the most from living in Japan have been
hot-spring ‘onsens’ (for when you feel life is a bit too much), seeing up-close the cherry blossoms
blooming, nightly conveyor belt sushi restaurants and the all too frequent karaokes. With almost
all necessities in arms reach, life in Iwate has continuously proven to be extremely convenient.
Whatever you need or whatever mood you're in, there is always something to do or someplace you
can go. And if you wish to venture out and travel further, you can hop on a shinkansen or a bus
and travel your heart out. Maybe go to Tokyo and be amidst the hustle and bustle of the city, or
go experience more historically significant places such as Kyoto, Hiroshima etc., or even go north
towards Hokkaido and brave the cold winds (although the cold even in Morioka already gets rather
fierce). And Japan generally being quite a safe place, you can confidently walk around with ease of
mind.
Finally, I find myself noticing how much Japan has changed my general attitude and even everyday
routines after just a bit over a year. Being punctual to the second, making sure to separate waste,
and taking better care of yourself, all not too common characteristics in people from my country, I
realize there is a lot to learn from and improve in our own way of life.
Living and studying in Iwate has been an exciting and pleasant ride with interesting twists and
turns everywhere. I hope this ride continues on, as I will undoubtedly never forget these moments
that I get to experience here in this amazing place. Living away from your family and friends can
be a challenge, yet the hospitality and kindness that I receive here every day has made me find an
almost second home.
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